North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
2nd July 2025 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman) Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman), Lisa Edwards, John Ellacott and Richard Farrar. 
Also present – Mike Richards (Clerk) and three representatives from the ”Save Weeton Village Action Group” (Weeton) - for item 3 only.
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Tim Bennett and Cllr Nathan Hull (NYC)
2. Requests for agenda order variations and any other matters arising; declarations of interest. None
3. Public participation
The Chairman invited Weeton to outline the reasons for their attendance. The Group is preparing a case to object to the proposal for the establishment of a Solar Farm, located at Juniper Farm, Weeton. The representatives began by setting out the main features of the proposed development. The site is some 86 acres (40 football pitches) in size and there will be some 43,000, 3 metre high solar panels, plus shipping container size storage batteries. Whilst there are plans to plant trees and hedges to form screening, this will a) take some time to be effective and b) will not form a screen from a distant viewpoint. Hence there will be a significant impact on the landscape, particularly on Woodgate Lane and Weeton Village generally but also on Huby, Harewood and North Rigton (especially from Almscliffe Crag) The Group has engaged both Planning and Landscape consultants to advise on all aspects of the application. Valid planning objections would seem to be based on harm to the Green Belt and landscape and also negative impact from traffic, noise and fire risk. Initial recommendations from the consultants are to make comments and objections from a personal point of view. The Chairman thanked Weeton for their presentation and undertook to urge North Rigton residents to review the application when it becomes available, along with the leaflet produced by the Campaign Group (enclosed with the May edition of the Village News) A link to the application will be added to the Community FaceBook page in due course, thereby enabling residents to submit their views to the Local Planning Authority, North Yorkshire Council.
The three “Weeton” representatives left at this point 8.20pm
4. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the meetings of 7th May 2025:
a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – The SWARCO engineer had attended and ascertained that the device was not working properly – now repaired.  Cllr Farrar had personally tested and confirmed proper operation. Cllr Ellacott queried the possibility of re-calibrating the device to operate at 25mph but this was not considered to be feasible. Further discussion followed regarding re-positioning of the device, possibly on the other side of the junction, or outside the school (when re-calibration to 20mph would be appropriate) it was agreed however, to await completion of the various road works and closures before deciding the next steps.
b) “Rigton crossing”. In the absence of Cllr Hull, it was agreed to defer this issue to the next meeting when hopefully the outcome of the meeting with NYC Chief Executive Richard Flinton can be considered.
             Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting were proposed as a correct record by Cllr Edwards and 
             seconded by Cllr Massey.  Those for the Annual Parish meeting by Cllr Massey, seconded by 
             Cllr Farrar. The Chairman then signed both minutes as a true record. 
      5.    Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None.
      6.     Administration
              a) Village Garden – ownership.
               Cllr Hull will provide an update at the September meeting.
             b) 1st Aid training. The 1st Aid training, including CPR, held at the Square and Compass, on 
             the 21st May, was a great success with some 20 residents and others attending. Thanks to 
             Gavin Lord for conducting the session and Cllr Tim Bennett for organising. A reminder that the 
             training and familiarisation session with the defibrillator, provided by the Yorkshire Ambulance 
             Service, is planned for September 6th, commencing at 10.00am, at the Square and Compass. 
             Could all those interested in attending please contact the clerk via the email address below to 
             confirm numbers. 
             c) “Call for Sites” (the notification from NYC regarding identification of land for potential future 
             development) An updated map of possible sites is now available (no changes for North 
             Rigton) but consultation process still ongoing.
      7
.     Finance. 
              a)  Approval of expenditure.

	PAYMENTS

Since

07/05/2025

M Richards May Sal +tax rebate

£340.81

M Richards June Sal

£232.86

HMRC - PAYE

£137.90

HMRC - PAYE

£137.90

Bank charges May-June

£11.50

S Bush - grasscut

£675.66

S Bush - grasscut

£225.22

Business Stream - water

£16.87

Clear Insurance

£497.38

YLCA training

£27.40

YLCA annual subs

£236.00

Gala cash float

£575.00

M Richards domain name

£14.40

R Chambers - audit fee

£50.00

Harrogate Ukulele Band

£125.00

Almond Garden Services -Feb

£219.50

£3,523.40

Councillors approved the above 16 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets. 
b) The clerk confirmed that the Council’s budget was on track with no issues to report. He apologised for not circulating the budget monitoring spreadsheet but he needed to make several amendments to bring it into line with the 2 month reporting process, instead of the initial monthly set up. This would be available for the September meeting.
c) Other. The Chairman reported that she had some slight concerns with garden maintenance and she was to meet with the contractor to discuss. 


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


      7.     Planning 
              a) Applications
.             25/01750/FUL – Erection of slurry store. High Moor Farm, Briscoe Ridge Lane.
     Councillors discussed but could see no reason to object, so it was agreed to submit a “NO 
     OBJECTIONS” response to the Planning Authority.
     b) Decisions
     None received.
     c) Other – Residential caravans, Spring House Farm and Beeston’s Lane. Both had been 
     reported on numerous occasions to the Enforcement Officer, with no response other than an 
     acknowledgement. The clerk will formally report these issues to the Senior Enforcement 
     Officer, requesting firm action.
      8.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
              a) Church Hill.  Continuing water problem. Following recent contact with Yorkshire Water, it 
              was now determined that this is an issue for NYC Highways. Once the current extensive 
              works to replace the water main have been completed the clerk will raise the issue again with 
              NYC.
              b) Blocked drains/gullies Church Hill – to be reported to NYC Highways (noted that the gully 
              outside the Church was in fact grown over!)
              c) St John’s Drive – a communication from a resident regarding the unsafe nature of the road 
              for playing children, due to “speeding” vehicles, had been received. The resident asked for a 
              “dead-end” road sign to be erected to deter unnecessary access by vehicles. The clerk has 
              forwarded the request to NYC Highways. 
       9.   Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
             a) North Rigton Gala 2025.
             Another successful village event – the Dog Show particularly! Thanks to the Square and 
             Compass and Aidy Scott for providing and running the bar. Thanks also to all the volunteers 
             running the stalls and generally helping out! All moneys received go towards maintaining the 
             Garden and village generally. Unfortunately, due to a freak gust of wind, the tent and gazebos 
             were damaged beyond repair and need to be replaced.
             b) QR code for receiving donations. Cllr Edwards has looked into potential scam risks and 
             concluded that the security risk to the PC is minimal. Councillors agreed to go ahead with the 
             proposal and Cllr Edwards will make further enquiries as to the process involved. The clerk 
             will check for any implications with YLCA and then enquire about sign production.  
             c) Resident’s bins left in Garden for emptying. The clerk has written to the resident advising 
             that the arrangement can no longer continue due to potential logistical problems when the 
             wheelie bin scheme is extended to include cardboard and paper.
      10.  Date of next meeting:
                      
                          Wednesday 3 September 2025 at 7.30pm at St John’s Church. 


 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.40
Signed







Chairman

